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[A] Many studies on how human belief systems operate have shattered the notion that we 

believe what we see. For the most part, we see what we believe, and it is hard for any 

perception to change the belief. It's much easier to deny information that doesn't fit our 

beliefs. For example, if you believe a certain group of people is good, you will see goodness 

in those people. If you believe a human quality or behavior is good, you will have the 

tendency to see only goodness when that behavior is encountered. Similarly, if you believe 

something about you is bad, you will be hard pressed to find anything positive about it. Even 

when you use the quality in a positive way, there will be the tendency to deny its value. 

If you become locked into a veiwpoint and make assumptions about "how things are" in 

the landscape of your life, your individual experiences will start to have less and less impact. 

Almost regardless of what happens, you will keep your previously established beliefs. Your 

beliefs and ways of thinking and action become habitual and mechanical. You are then 

blinded to the variations and possibilities that exist within a situation, leading to serious 

overreaction and missed opportunities. Conversely, other people can lock into a particularly 

limited view of your capabilities, or expect you to behave in only stereotyped ways, and it 

can be terribly difficult to break out of the mental box they have placed you in.  

[B] A multicultural society is not just coming; it's already here. The problems faced by 

so-called 'Kosians', or mixed-race children born between Koreans and other Asian groups, 

are daunting in and of themselves. In particular, the lack of access to a proper education 

and adequate healthcare is a major problem for many children born into poor, multicultural 

families or those of foreign workers. The lack of regular education for children of multicultural 

families is related to their lack of acceptance in society, and they are at high risk of various 

crimes. Racial discrimination and social ostracization are also major problems that not only 

leave major psychological scars on impressionable children but also constitute very persistent 

social ills that are difficult to eradicate.                                  *ostracization 

[C] The concept of a parasite exists only by a collective human choice, an agreement on a 

definition: parasites take resources from other organism and live close to, on, or even inside 

their host. But from a broader perceptive, most life is "parasitic." Carnivores are parasites of 

their prey. Herbivores inflict great damage on their food plants. Even the many soil-dwelling 

organisms - animal, bacteria - that live on dead and decaying life take resources from each 

other. The same holds for plants, whose lifestyles seem superficially the most innocuous. 

One plant shading another is a parasite that takes sunlight, a vital resource, without giving 

anything back. All life needs resources and thus takes from other life, competes with other 

life, and kills other life. Thus all life is parasite, for the good of one organism means the 

harm of another. And yet, even mortal enemies are ultimately linked in fate. This is the 

central paradox of self and other.                                            *innocuous 무해한



Discuss how a social problem such as the one raised in [B] is understood in connection with 

characteristics of human belief systems described in [A], and develop your arguments on how 

the notion of the paradox of ‘self and other’ as explained in [C] can be applied to resolving 

the problem. 

  

1. Complete your writing within 60 minutes. 
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