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Human beings and the self-driving cars are different when they are making a decision that 

involves ethics. Human beings make moral decisions based on what they believe or what they 

prefer when they are encountered with a situation. However, self-driving cars are very different 

from human beings. Self-driving cars cannot make decision themselves. They can only make 

decisions in areas where they have a data corresponding to the situation they are facing. And the 

data is inputted by classifying and ranking the preferences that are from survey, which are taken 

by human beings. In other words, the self-driving cars are not really making a decision and in fact,

 they are just following their functional system. Because self-driving car make their choice for the 

situation based on the program inputted, when making a self-driving car, we have to be very 

considerate.

If I were a self-driving car designer, I would have divided the program to 3 big steps, so when the 

self-driving car encounters a complicated moral related situation, it goes through all the steps 

one by one and stops going to the next step when the situation fits with the condition that the step 

provides. And first step is a ‘Utilitarianism Step,’ so when the self-driving car face the situation, 

they first decide based on the one that brings the most ‘happiness’ or benefit for the society. For 

example, just like passage A, when forced to make a decision on whether to kill 5 or 1 person, in 

this step, it chooses to kill 1 person.After choosing the ‘one person’ one, it goes through the 

second step, ‘Liberalism Step’, which is a step that focuses on whether the decision will harm 

other people’s equality or liberalism. So to use the example of passage A again, when we have to 

decide whether to push the one person or not, in this step, it will be reluctant to push the person 

off the bridge because it decides that it harms the person’s liberalism to make a choice on 

whether to fall off or not. The last step is a ‘Communitarianism Step’, which is a step that makes a

 choice based on the people’s moral and religion belief. This is a last step and this step can be 

made by survey taken by people or the similar situation that had happened before. This is a last 

step and it is only used when the decision for the situation cannot be made when going through 
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first and second step.So if I were the designer, I would have made a self-driving car like this, so 

the decision would be rational and accord with people's morality, so that the people could use the 

car without hesitation and use with all the benefits that the car presents.


